How Do I Obtain a NCAGE/CAGE code and Unique Entity Identifier (UEI)?
In order to be eligible to receive an award, all organizations must have a Unique Entity Identifier
(UEI) number issued via www.SAM.gov as well as a valid registration on www.SAM.gov.
Individuals are not required to have a UEI or be registered in SAM.gov.
All organizations applying for grants (except individuals) must obtain these registrations. All are
free of charge:
•
•

www.SAM.gov registration which will generate a UEI
NCAGE/CAGE code

Starting April 2022, the UEI will be assigned when an organization registers or renews it’s
registration in SAM.gov at www.SAM.gov. To access SAM.gov an organization is required to
have a Login.gov account. Organization can create an account at https://login.gov/. As a
reminder, organizations need to renew its SAM.gov registration annually.
US-based organizations: A CAGE code will be automatically assigned when the U.S.
organizations registers in www.sam.gov. CAGE must be renewed every 5 years. Site for
CAGE: https://cage.dla.mil/Home/UsageAgree. Grantees may be asked for more information to
finalized and must comply.
Foreign-based organizations: Must apply for a NCAGE code before registering in SAM.gov.
Go to: https://eportal.nspa.nato.int/AC135Public/CageTool/home to apply for a NCAGE
code. NCAGE codes must be renewed every 5 years.
It is in the organization’s best interest to check if their CAGE/or NCAGE codes are
active. Organizations are required to register/or renew their CAGE or NCAGE codes prior to
registering or renewing www.sam.gov . Both registration and renewals for both CAGE and
NCAGE can take up to 10 days. Organization’s legal address in NCAGE/CAGE must mirror
www.sam.gov.
www.sam.gov requires all entities to renew their registration once a year in order to maintain an
active registration status in SAM.gov. It is the responsibility of the applicant to ensure it has an
active registration in SAM.gov.
If an organization plans to issue a sub-contract or sub-award, those sub-awardees must also have
a unique entity identifier (UEI number). Those entities can register for a UEI only at SAM.gov.
If an organization does not have an active registration in SAM.gov prior to submitting an
application, the application will be deemed ineligible. All organizations applying for grants
(except individuals) must obtain these registrations, the latter are free of charge.
Note: As of April 2022, a DUNS number is no longer required.

