
Promoting Business Investment 
in the United States 



 Mission:  Promote business investment in the United States 

 Geographically neutral in the United States 

 Housed in the U.S. Department of Commerce; Represented by the Commercial 
Service at U.S. Embassies and Consulates around the World 

 Clients: Firms and U.S. Economic Development Organizations (EDOs) 

 What we do for firms and EDOs: 
1. Facilitate Business Inquiries 
2. Act as Ombudsman and Advocate 
3. Connect Investors with State/Local EDOs 

SelectUSA 



 

 

SelectUSA works on an interagency basis to provide a firm actionable 
information and counseling and help… 

SelectUSA Services for Firms: 

Information & Counseling 

• Collect publicly available data and analysis for its due diligence 
• Understand basic U.S. tax and legal concepts 
• Navigate federal rules or regulations  
• Learn about incentives available to businesses in the United States 
• Connect with U.S. state, city, or regional economic development offices 
• Incorporate a business in the United States 



SelectUSA Services for Firms: 

Ombudsman Assistance 

SelectUSA works across the federal government on a case-by-case basis to: 
 
• Address foreign investor concerns and issues 
• Connect with a federal agency/ office to seek insight into a specific case 
• Offer to facilitate direct communication between the relevant federal 

agency and the client, as appropriate 
• Identify federal regulations or processes to U.S. policy makers, that may 

negatively impact the U.S. business climate 
 

Investor inquiries with SelectUSA are treated as business-confidential, and 
the Ombudsman function is conducted by SelectUSA headquarters. 
 

4 

http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.miusa.org/publications/freeresources/awayimages/statelogo&imgrefurl=http://www.miusa.org/publications/freeresources/usteens/publishersnotes&h=908&w=908&sz=210&hl=en&start=6&um=1&tbnid=2vqQPTy3PhtJaM:&tbnh=147&tbnw=147&prev=/images?q=Department+of+State&um=1&hl=en&sa=N
http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://pnt.gov/membership/dhs-large.png&imgrefurl=http://pnt.gov/membership/dhs.shtml&h=500&w=500&sz=43&hl=en&start=2&um=1&tbnid=_mYbXD8jGzvAIM:&tbnh=130&tbnw=130&prev=/images?q=Department+of+Homeland+Security&um=1&hl=en


What incentives and programs 
are there for foreign investors? 
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Federal Programs/Incentives 

Explore resources and incentives 
according to: 
 
• Federal Interagency Investment 

Working Group (IIWG) 
• Federal Programs Database 
• State Economic Development 

Organizations 
• State Business Incentives Database 
• Other 

 
http://selectusa.commerce.gov/investment-

incentives 

http://selectusa.commerce.gov/investment-incentives
http://selectusa.commerce.gov/investment-incentives
http://selectusa.commerce.gov/investment-incentives


• EB-5 Visa for Immigrant Investors – EB-5 is a visa preference category that is 
available to immigrants seeking to enter the United States in order to invest in a 
new commercial enterprise that will benefit the US economy and create at least 
10 full-time jobs.  

 

• Business Tax Credits in Renewal Communities (RCs) and Empowerment Zones 
(EZs) – Special federal tax incentives exist for businesses that hire local residents, 
upgrade their equipment needs, and build or rehabilitate commercial property in 
specially-designated areas. 

 

• Renewable Energy Investment Tax Credit – This credit reduces federal income 
taxes for qualified tax-paying owners based on capital investment in renewable 
energy projects.  

Examples of Federal Support Programs and Incentives 
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State Programs/Incentives 

https://www.selectusa.gov/state-
investment-officials and click on 
any state on the map to visit their 
economic development website. 
 
Each state’s website will list the 
state-level programs and incentives 
they offer. 
 

STATE INVESTMENT OFFICIALS DIRECTORY 

https://www.selectusa.gov/state-investment-officials
https://www.selectusa.gov/state-investment-officials
https://www.selectusa.gov/state-investment-officials
https://www.selectusa.gov/state-investment-officials
https://www.selectusa.gov/state-investment-officials


Your guide to taxes in the United States:  
State, Local & Regional EDOs 

Regional Local State 
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Where should I invest? 
 

 



Choosing the Right State 
Resources such as www.clustermapping.us 
allow investors to identify concentrated 
areas of industry of specialization.  

http://www.clustermapping.us/


Finding Your Consumer Base 
Private sector resources, such as www.zoomprospector.com have searchable data and can 
assist with your site selection.   
 

http://www.zoomprospector.com/


Stats America 

 
The Innovation Index shown on this 
map measures a region’s innovation 
performance and potential.  The data 
includes both innovation inputs and 
outputs in order to measure both 
innovation capacity and innovation 
outcomes.  
http://www.statsamerica.org/ii2/map.aspx  

Stats America provides data that will help investors with their site requests and strategic planning 

http://www.statsamerica.org/ii2/map.aspx


How much will it cost open a business in the USA? 
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Assessing Total Business Costs 

http://acetool.commerce.gov/ 

The Assess Costs 
Everywhere (ACE) tool 
gives detailed 
information about 
how to calculate costs 
within various 
categories. 
 



Total Cost of Ownership Estimator 

http://www.reshorenow.org/ 

The Total Cost of Ownership 
(TCO) Estimator is a tool for 
companies to compare the costs 
and risks of manufacturing their 
product in the U.S. versus in 
another country. 
 



Average Electricity Rates 

https://www.pacificpower.net/about/rr/ipc.html 

This map compares average 
electricity rates across states. 
Both industrial and commercial 
electricity rates can be found on 
this site. 



Minimum Wage Laws 

http://www.dol.gov/whd/minwage/america.htm 

By clicking on the map, you can 
learn the minimum wage and 
overtime laws for each state. 



What else should I be concerned with? 
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Choosing a Business Structure 

This document provides information on the 
advantages and disadvantages of the 
following business structures: 
• Sole Proprietorship 
• General Partnership 
• Limited Partnership 
• Limited Liability Company (LLC) 
• “C” Corporation 
• “S” Corporation 

 
http://www.cpcc.edu/einstitute/legalstr 

 
 

http://www.cpcc.edu/einstitute/legalstr


Registering a New Business 

The Small Business Administration 
(SBA) provides businesses with 
resources and guidance necessary 
to registering their business with 
state agencies. 
 

www.sba.gov  

http://www.sba.gov/


Licenses and Permits 

The SBA website can help you 
determine which licenses and permits 
are necessary for your business type. 
 
http://www.sba.gov/licenses-and-permits 

 

http://www.sba.gov/licenses-and-permits
http://www.sba.gov/licenses-and-permits
http://www.sba.gov/licenses-and-permits
http://www.sba.gov/licenses-and-permits
http://www.sba.gov/licenses-and-permits


Where can I go for more information? 
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SelectUSA 
The United States offers the largest 
consumer market on earth with a GDP of 
$18 trillion and 325 million people. 
Household spending is the highest in the 
world, accounting for nearly a third of 
global household consumption. At the same 
time, free trade agreements with 20 other 
countries provide enhanced access to 
hundreds of millions of additional 
consumers – and the United States 
continues to work with foreign partners to 
increase opportunities for U.S. exporters. 

www.selectusa.gov 

 

https://ustr.gov/trade-agreements/free-trade-agreements
https://ustr.gov/trade-agreements/free-trade-agreements
http://www.selectusa.gov/


The SelectUSA Investment Summit is the highest-profile event dedicated to promoting foreign 
direct investment (FDI) in the United States. This signature event provides an unparalleled 
opportunity to bring together companies from all over the world, economic development 

organizations from every corner of the nation, and other parties working to facilitate business 
investment in the United States. Featuring senior government officials, C-Suite business 

executives, and other thought leaders, each summit focuses on a timely theme related to the 
U.S. investment environment, industry trends, and new opportunities.  

 
SelectUSA's next Investment Summit is set for June 20-22, 2018 at the Gaylord National Resort 

and Convention Center in the Washington, D.C. area. 
 

https://www.selectusa.gov/2018-Investment-Summit   

https://www.selectusa.gov/2018-Investment-Summit
https://www.selectusa.gov/2018-Investment-Summit
https://www.selectusa.gov/2018-Investment-Summit
https://www.selectusa.gov/2018-Investment-Summit
https://www.selectusa.gov/2018-Investment-Summit


Thank you! 


